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Once again our competition was held at the Country Club Hotel & Spa-301 Carol Road-

Lake Ozark, MO.   

 

2015 SHOW NUMBERS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Election Results 
  

                       

        Board Member - Jeff Gibson                Board Member - Patrick Carletti 

 

 

Note:  –Several board member positions will be up for election next year at the show.  Be 

thinking of who you want to elect. 

 

 

2015 Hall of Fame Inductees 

Inaugural Class 

 

 Randy Pike    H.A. Nixon 

 Garland Lessley   Devin Amelunke 

 Bill Zimmerman   Don Frank 

 Lee Smith    Larry Schumaker 

 Randy Cooper   Doug Pettig 
 

President’s Message 

 

Despite the numbers being down considerably at this year’s convention, it was still a big success 

and generated over $4000 in profit for the MTA. We continue to improve our show by giving our 

members more for their membership while remaining profitable. I’m always looking for new ways 

to give back to our membership so feel free to approach me with any ideas.  

MoKan was another success, with several great competitors from MO showing off their talents. 

Kail Shumaker was the big winner, capturing the top prize with a beautiful bufflehead. I was 

fortunate enough to win 2
nd

 with a coyote shoulder mount. After voting was complete, everyone 

enjoyed lunch (which was free to all attendees). If you haven’t been to this event, you are missing 

out on a very neat concept. It’s a great way to learn several methods at one time. For the second 

year in a row MoKan was 100% funded by auction items donated to the event. This year we owe a 

huge thank you to Ohio Taxidermy Supply and Matuska Taxidermy Supply for their generosity.  

OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT 

Cole Cruickshank 

609 W. 6
th

 St. 

Cameron, MO  64429 

(816) 724-0271 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Garland Lessley 

234 Hwy JJ 

Huntsville, MO  65259 

(660) 277-4339 

 

SECRETARY 

Dawne Stacks 

218 N Spruce St 

Eldon, MO  65026 

(573) 746-6000 

 

TREASURER 

DeWayne Bauer 

423 Giggins Creek Rd 

Jefferson, City, MO  65101 

(573) 496-3575 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Kevin Berten 

15030 Reel Avenue 

Altamont, MO  64620 

(660) 749-5757 

 

Craig Sloan 

5187 W Farm Rd 94 

Springfield, MO  65803 

(417) 425-8923 

 

Jeff Gibson 

204 S Titus Ave 

Excelsior Springs, MO  

64024 

(816) 204-8760 

 

Pat Carletti 

18573 Nolker RD 

Rayville, MO 64084 

(816) 296-3084 

 

 

 

www.missouritaxidermist.org 

 

 

 
Registrations:             67 

Mounts:                    105  (4 children) 

Banquet Attendees:  136 
 

Silent Auction:             $331.00  

MTA Auction:  1,195.00 

Banquet Auction:         530.00 

BBQ Donations:          262.00 

Cally Morris Auction: 781.00 

  

  

      

  

  

 

 



OZARK MOUNTAIN TAXIDERMY GOES ABOVE AND BEYOND 
 

I suppose as the president one of my duties is to field calls on anything related to taxidermy within the state. Late last 

winter I fielded a call that was much different than what I am used to as the MTA president. D. Price, a taxidermist and 

representative of the United Special Sportsman Alliance contacted me looking for a taxidermy studio in SE MO that may 

be able to help a sponsored child who had gone on a black bear hunt. The child had harvested a bear, and USSA was in 

need of a taxidermist willing to do a shoulder mount at no charge. I immediately thought of Devin Amelunke of Ozark 

Mountain Taxidermy and made the call. Devin, being the giving person he is, of course said yes and arrangements were 

made for the bear to be delivered to Devin’s shop. In the meantime, the child’s father was deployed to war, where he was 

injured when an IED exploded. Upon his return to the states and after recovering from his injuries, the father of the child 

arrived at Devin’s shop. He shared the story of his son Zane Foust, and how he suffers from Addison’s Disease. Addison’s 

is a life threatening disease that is a disorder of the adrenal glands, often caused by an autoimmune disorder, which is 

when the body’s immune system attacks the body’s own cells and organs. Basically Zane lives a life of feeling 

weak, fatigued, and sick. Zane’s dad explained to Devin that he wanted a life size mount instead of the shoulder mount 

USSA provides. He understood this isn’t what was offered, and he was willing to pay the difference. Of course, being the 

person Devin is, he refused any extra payment and said if the child wants a life size bear, then that’s what he would get. 

Devin called McKenzie to see if they would be willing to help, and they agreed to offer the supplies needed for half price 

and to cover the freight. Devin’s shop was then on the hook for nearly $500 plus labor. After learning of this in the 

business meeting, a motion was made and passed for MTA to pay Ozark Mountain Taxidermy’s portion of  the materials 

for the mount. Devin Amelunke, Mickey White, and Blake Reiminger all donated their time and expertise and together 

mounted the bear for the child and his family. What these 3 men did is a great thing and they should be commended for it. 

Stories like this make me proud to be associated with an organization full of truly good people.  

 

MTA August 2
nd

, 2015 

Business Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:15am by President Cole Cruickshank.  All board members were present as well as 

approximately 59 members.   

 

Old Business:    

Secretary Dawne Stacks read the previous minutes. 

 

Proposed logo vs. current & old logo discussion: 

No one had any new logo ideas to present.  Discussion was had to pay someone to attempt to clean up the current logo; or the original 

logo with the understanding it may or may not be usable by today’s computer requirements.  The following suggestions were made by 

various members: 

 1) Pick a deadline on the logo issue and stick to it.  This discussion has been going on for 3yrs. 

 2) Add a bird, turkey, pheasant etc on back of t-shirts with the proposed deer logo on front. 

 3) We need to change to grow as an association if we are to continue to attract new members. 

1
st
 Motion was made to set a dead line now on logo issue.  

2
nd

 Motion was made to vote now (due to large number of members present) on which logo our members want.  

1
st
 Motion was reconsidered.  

2
nd

 Motion was seconded and passed. 

Vote on logo was as follows: 

 

   Current Logo = 0   Old Logo = 7   Proposed Logo = 28 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

                              Current Logo                                                    Proposed Logo                                                                     
  

 

Motion passed on proposed logo and it is now our official MTA logo.  



 

New Business:  

 

There appeared to be some confusion between family memberships and show registrations prior to the show.  VP Garland Lessley has 

proposed wording changes to our registration form to eliminate confusion.  

The following general explanations were given: 

 

Show registration fees:  Multiple taxidermists in one family. All taxidermists who attend show must pay the registration fee. (except 

                                       under 17 yrs old) 

Membership fees:  Family membership is to allow family members to accompany the taxidermist at show or meetings.   

Exceptions are:  A family member (not a taxidermist) may enter a piece in the art division under family membership without paying  

                           the show registration. 

 

President Cole Cruickshank read a letter from the son of the late Randy Cooper to the MTA.  The family made a donation of $135.00 

received from Randy’s funeral to the MTA. 

A motion was made and passed to keep the Randy Cooper Award for a term of 5 years.  To be revisited at that time. 

 

The United Sportsman Alliance sponsored a sick child for a black bear hunt.  In the meantime, the child’s father was deployed to war.  

The USSA paid for a shoulder mount as a part of the sponsorship.  Devin Amelunke was contacted to do the shoulder mount for the 

USSA.  Devin felt the situation warranted a life size mount.  Devin’s shop donated their time and paid $436.00 out of his pocket to 

cover the additional cost for the life size mount.  McKenzie was contacted about the situation and gave Devin the form for half the 

cost and free shipping, 

 A motion was made and passed for MTA to pay remaining cost for the life size mount. 

 

A discussion was had to donate our time, as an association, at either the spring or summer meeting to work on a special needs project 

mount.  It was discussed to present the mount to the individual at our state show. 

   

A motion was made and passed to keep the current rule as it stands for the multiple combined artist entry. 

 

A motion was made and passed to revise judges pay from $500.00 to $600.00 plus room, meals and gas.  Motion is to be revisited  

every 2 years.  

 

Motion was made and passed to retain Bill Zimmerman, Devin Amelunke and Doug Pettig as Scholarship Committee. 

 

 

General discussions: 

                                             
Mo-Kan date is set for September 19

th
 at Second Creation Taxidermy School in Kansas City, Kansas. 

 
Interest has been expressed at holding a kids seminar at next year’s show. 

 

Suggestion was made to purchase a step ladder for MTA use. 

 

Meeting Adjourned.           
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Lance Van Dusen – African Species 

Pettig’s Taxidermy 

38075 Kayak Ave 

Excello, MO 65247 
 

 

 Our winter workshop this year will be given by World Champion 

Lance Van Dusen. Lance will be mounting an African Gamehead. As many of 

you know, African animals are considerably different than North American 

big game. Lance is extremely experienced in working with African skins, and 

he will share some of his secrets with us at this seminar. The workshop will be 

held at Doug Pettig’s shop in Excello MO. Join us on January 23
th

, 2016 at 

9am. Our business meeting will immediately follow the seminar.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Possible Changes to Wildlife Code Could Impact  

 Taxidermists in a Big Way  
 

 

 
As many of you know, the MDC is looking at changing some regulations to slow the spread of 

CWD. One of these regulations could impact several taxidermists in the state. They are 

considering a ban on moving deer carcasses from CWD containment zones to areas outside the 

zone. This could impact taxidermists that are outside one of these zones, and rely on business 

coming from inside the zone. The MO Taxidermists Association would like the Commission to 

consider the impact this could have on small businesses (mainly taxidermists and meat 

processors). The MTA would like the commission to consider regulations regarding proper 

disposal, perhaps similar to the regulations currently in place concerning deer brought in from 

other states. There is a Commission meeting that will be open to the public on Dec. 11
th 

in 

Jefferson City. I will have this issue on the agenda, and would encourage any of you that would 

like to share your opinion with the Commission to join us.  


